
 
AP EUROPEAN HISTORY 2018-19 

Mrs. Wentzell (lisa.wentzell@ocps.net) 

 

Overview: This class is designed for students who wish to experience the challenge of a college level 
survey course, examining the social, political and economic history of Europe during the last 500 years. AP 
classes are demanding and require substantial commitment and effort. Expect to read and analyze many 
sources outside of the regular text. Critical thinking skills, reading, writing and the willingness to devote 
considerable time outside of the classroom are necessary to be successful in our class. 

Remind: All students should subscribe to our text/email reminder list.  

Text this message @uhsapeuro to this number 81010 or go to remind.com/join/uhsapeuro to join. 

 

Exam: All students are expected to take the AP exam in May. Students who complete all course 
assignments will be well-prepared to succeed and earn college credit. 

Summer Assignments 

PART 1: Watch Video Clips 

PART 2: Watch a Movie 

PART 3: Memorize a Map 

OPTIONAL EXTRA CREDIT:  Read a Book 

Parts 1 and 2 of the assignments are due by August 24th; however, 
extra credit will be given for submitting them one the first day of class. 

There will be a map quiz on Part 3 on August 17th.   
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PART 1: Watch Video Clips 
1. Complete these pages as a summary and study guide for the components of the summer assignment.  Bring it to class on the second day of school. 

Work must be completed in handwriting (not typed). 
 
Videos: 
Crash Course - The Dark Ages - How Dark Were They, Really? 

Feudal System: 
 
 
 
Islamic Empire 
 
 
 
 
Islamic Learning and Culture 
 
 
 
 
China 
 
 
 
 

 
Were the Middle Ages Dark? 

When were the Middle Ages?: 
 
 
Contributions: 
 

University 
 
 
 
Science 

 
 
 
Overall conclusion: 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QV7CanyzhZg
https://www.catholiceducation.org/en/controversy/common-misconceptions/were-the-middle-ages-dark.html


Medieval World View: 

Aristotle’s Thought 
 
 
 
 
Medicine 
 
 
 
 
The “Great Chain of Being” 
 
 
 
 

Place of Man 
 
 
 
 
How the world is organized 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Middle Ages: A Wanderer’s Guide to Life and Letters 

In what year is this set? 
 
Life in the Middle Ages (in general) 
 
 
 
Cathedrals 
 
 
Plays 
 
 
Nobility; Code of Chivalry; “Courtly Love” 
 
 
 
Marriage; Chaucer & Canterbury Tales 
 
 
 
Money and Markets; positives and negatives 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4b-SWJ1D0o
https://ia600607.us.archive.org/32/items/MiddleAgesAWanderersGuideToLife/MiddleAgesWanderersGuide.m4v


PART 2: Watch a Movie 
There are hundreds of movies about historical events and the people who experienced those events. Film is a great 
source to learn about history. However, keep in mind the limitations and likely bias towards exaggeration that goes into 
making historically-based movies. Being able to watch these movies critically is an important skill.  

PERIOD 1 1450 - 1648 
● Henry V (1989) 
● The Messenger: 

Story of Joan of Arc 
(1999) 

● Luther (2003) 
● The Last Valley 

(1971) 
● The Agony and the 

Ecstasy (1965) 
● A Man for All 

Seasons (1966) 
● The Other Boleyn 

Girl (2008) 
● 1492: Conquest of 

Paradise (1992) 

PERIOD 2 1648 - 1815 
● The Girl with the 

Pearl Earring (2003) 
● Cromwell (1970) 
● The Madness of King 

George (1994) 
● Marie Antoinette 

(2006) 
● The Mission (1986) 
● Amazing Grace 

(2007) 
● The Man in the Iron 

Mask (1998) 
 

PERIOD 3 1815 - 1914 
● Les Misérables 

(1998) 
● Les Misérables 

(2012) 
● The Importance of 

being Ernest (2002) 
● Oliver Twist (2005) 
● Moulin Rouge (2001) 
● The Young Victoria 

(2009) 
● Belle (2013) 
● Suffragette (2015) 

PERIOD 4 1914 - present 
● Casablanca (1942)  
● Gallipoli (1981) 
● Lawrence of Arabia 

(1962) 
● Swing Kids (1993) 
● Life is Beautiful 

(1997) 
● October Sky (1999) 
● Dr. Strangelove 

(1964) 
● The Queen (2006) 
● The Monuments 

Men (2014) 
● Valkyrie (2008) 
● The Imitation Game 

(2014) 
● The Iron Lady (2011) 
● War Horse (2011) 
● The King’s Speech 

(2010) 

Analysis Instructions 

● Write a reflective essay where you summarize the movie and discuss how it is accurate and how it is 
embellished. This can be a first person narrative, but should still be written with proper grammar. 

○ Typed, 500 words. Include the title of the film and year made. 

○ Relationship to history: Give a summary of the historical period or event in which this movie is set. Who 
are the historical players? Provide a brief description of their real historical role. 

● Do a Google search for your movie’s title and terms like “historical accuracy” or “real story” to gain a perspective 
on how accurate the movie is. Here are some ideas what to include. You don’t need everything. 

○ Do you believe the film is a good source of history? Why or why not? Complete some basic research and 
compare the film with the real time period. 

○ Were there any characters based on real people? Who were they and were they treated with historical 
accuracy? 

○ Were there any real events (battles, revolutions, wars, laws, etc) portrayed? 

○ What seems to be accurate or inaccurate in the film? Costuming, language, dance, culture, etc. Mention 
the sources you used to determine this. 

○ Is the film primarily for entertainment purposes or is it really trying to work within the historical period? 

● Evaluation: Give an evaluation of the movie. Don't just say, “I liked it because it was a good movie,” or “I hated it 
because it was so boring.” Like a real movie critic, point out the strengths and weaknesses of the movie. Which 
actors did a good job and which were inadequate? Were there places where the plot was vague, too slow, or too 
fast? What would have made the movie better? Would you recommend it to another student? 
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PART 3: Memorize a Map 

 

COUNTRIES 
England / Scotland / Ireland 
Norway-Denmark 
Sweden 
Poland-Lithuania 
Austria 
Hungary 
Bohemia 
Ottoman Empire 
Holy Roman Empire 
Venetian Republic 
Papal States 
Kingdom of Naples 
Kingdom of Sicily 
Corsica 
Flanders 
France 
Portugal 
Russia 
Spain 
Swiss Confederation 

WATER 
Adriatic Sea  
Aegean Sea 
Atlantic Ocean 
Baltic Sea 
Black Sea 
Caspian Sea 
English Channel 
Mediterranean Sea 
North Sea 
Strait of Gibraltar 
 

LANDMASSES 
The Alps 
Balkan Peninsula 
Baltic States 
British Isles 
Caucasus Mountains 
Crimean Peninsula 
Iberian Peninsula 
Scandinavia 

CITIES 
Moscow 
London 
Mainz 
Worms 
Geneva 
Milan 
Augsburg 
Wittenberg 
Prague 
Trent 
Florence 
Rome 
Naples 
Lisbon 
Madrid 
Paris 
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EXTRA CREDIT OPTION:  Book Review 
 

For extra credit - which will be factored into your first quarter grade - you may read and write a review of a 
book from the following list.  Reviews should be no more than five pages in length, and are due the Tuesday after 
Labor Day.  They must also be typed (double-spaced) and submitted to turnitin.com.  A review can add up to 3% to 
your quarter grade. 
 
Book list: 

A Distant Mirror by Barbara Tuchman 
Peter the Great by Robert K. Massie 
Catherine the Great by Isabel de Madariaga 
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
The French Revolution by J. M. Thompson 
Twelve Who Ruled by R.R. Palmer 
King Leopold's Ghost by Adam Hochschild 
The Proud Tower by Barbara Tuchman 

 
Definition: A book review requires you to interpret, critically analyze and evaluate the contents of a book.  It is not a “book 
report.”   Examples of excellent book reviews may be found in the New York Times Book Review, or the Chicago Tribune (theirs 
are typically shorter). Commentary by other writers and reviews to use as background or examples is available by searching for 
published book reviews or (sometimes – not all the commentaries are good) from the “Comments” section on the Amazon.com 
web site. 
 
If you decide to do this extra credit assignment, you may use the following guidelines to help you write your review:  
  
The Summary: A book review often begins with a summary of the subject of the book.  Sometimes the summary will be 
spread throughout the review and interwoven with the commentary, and sometimes it will stand on its own at the 
beginning.  

● The summary consists of a discussion of the major features, trends, themes, ideas, and characteristics.  
● Use your own words. Combine ideas from the book into new sentences of your own. Avoid copying the original language, 

and put quotes around any that you do borrow. Summarizing is a good way to learn, to assimilate material, but the process 
doesn't work very well unless you translate the original into your own language.  

● Generally, it is best when summarizing to follow the organization of the original.  
● Your aim should be to give a true but condensed picture of the book, including the way it is organized.  
 

The Critique (the MOST IMPORTANT PART): A critique consists of your thoughts, responses, and reactions to what you 
have read. The following questions are examples of the kind you should consider as you read your book and prepare the critique: 

● What is your overall opinion of the book, and why?  
● How effectively and in what ways does the theme of the book or argument of the author reflect what you already know?  
● How well has the author achieved his / her aims? Are these aims supported or justified?  
● Does the author seem fair and accurate? Is there any distortion, exaggeration, or diminishing of material? Is the overall 

interpretation biased, subjective, slanted, objective? Does the author try to look at both sides of the issue?  
● Is the book interesting or boring, and why? Does the material presented raise your curiosity about the subject, and why?  
● Is there enough information in the book? Is the subject treated thoroughly or summarily?  
● Did you feel satisfied, disappointed, or puzzled by the book, and why?  
● How well is the book written? (if you use quotes as examples, keep them very short -- preferably no more than one 

sentence.)  
● Is there anything distinctive or noteworthy about the book? (Give examples where useful.)  
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